GEORGE THE THIRD
But their secret leaked out, and there was a tremendous to-do in
court circles, particularly when the lady showed indications of
producing a family. Hannah was thereupon married to Isaac
Axford, a very worthy fellow, who was deserted at the altar
or very soon afterwards; while his c wife ' went to live in the
house of ' one Perryn of Knightsbridge,' where Prince George
regularly visited her. She produced, in die course of time, a
number of children.
When the young lover ascended the throne it was impossible
to allow a love dream to cloud his public life; and Hannah was
quietly spirited away, so that the King could never find her,
although all the time she was living contentedly 6 in the district
of Cat-and-Fiddle Fields, on the East side of Hackney Road,
leading from Mile End Road.' George married Charlotte
Sophia of Mecklenburg-Strelitz; and it was not until she was
in the family way with the future William IV that she learnt of
her husband's previous ' marriage/ So distressed was the poor
Queen that she insisted upon being re-married to the Bang there
and then, and Dr Wilmot was sent for to perform the ceremony,
In the eighteen-twenties and eighteen-thirties, when the stock
of the Hanoverians was at its lowest, there were not wanting
people ready to accept this story, which was duly embellished
by picturesque variations and supported by seemingly * irrefut-
able * proofs. And because it was believed it cannot be dismissed
off-hand as apiece of mischievous scandal, concocted by opponents
of the Monarchy. The implications are too serious: if George III
and Hannah Lightfoot were lawfully wedded man and wife it
followed that their children were legitimate, whereas those pro-
duced by Queen Charlotte were bastards; for the original
marriage had been contracted prior to the passing of the Royal
Marriage Act.
Mention of the affaire was apparently first made in 1776;
when The Citizen made an allusion to the King's liaison with
Hannah Lightfoot; and three years later it was also stated that
prior to his marriage with Charlotte Sophia of Mecklenburg-
Strelitz the King had kept a ' mistress * who was a member of
6 the body of people called Quakers/ Then in 1821 and 1822
the affaire provided the editor of The Monthly Magazine with
some of the most sensational ' copy ' ever published in a British
newspaper or magazine. Three years later [1824] An Historical